Dear Governor Granholm,


I am well aware of your campaign promise to protect the states great natural resources, and your desire to promote the recreational opportunities that exist because of them. I am writing to you about a threat not only to our fragile northern Michigan environment, but also to the economic well being of the surrounding communities that cater to the tourists it attracts.





A request has been made to drill a 10,000' exploratory gas and oil well in the Huron-Manistee National Forest. The proposed well would be a mere 700' from the state-owned Mason Tract and less than 1/2 mile from the banks of the South Branch of the Au Sable River. The Mason Tract is a 1,200 acre pristine wilderness area that includes 14 miles of the Au Sable, which was donated to the people of the State of Michigan by George W. Mason in 1954. It was his desire that this beautiful parcel of land and the river it surrounds remain undeveloped, to be enjoyed by future generations.





The proposed drilling operation consists of slant-drilling underneath the Mason Tract to explore for fuel, from a location just a few hundred feet from it's boundary. The proposal also includes constructing a one mile access road, leveling a three acre site to situate the drill and waste pit, and a two mile long pipeline to transport the oil and gas to existing pipelines. While exploring for and extracting fuels are a modern day necessity, this particular well puts pristine forest and river in jeopardy. The Au Sable River is a world renowned fishing destination and provides a host of outdoor recreational opportunities. An accident at the drilling site or pipeline would not only destroy the fragile ecosystem, but the economy of the local communities that depend on the tourism this generates. 





As a sportsman and outdoor enthusiast I am opposed to any drilling in this area. I am asking for your help in protecting this great natural resource and the families and businesses that depend on it, as well as honoring the spirit in which Mr. Mason generously donated the land to the people of the State of Michigan.





Sincerely,

























































































Mail to:


Governor Jennifer M. Granholm


P.O. Box 30013


Lansing, Michigan 48909


