Dear Mr. Fitch,


The U.S. Forest Services Mio Ranger District has recently approved a request by Savoy Energy, L.P. to construct and operate an exploratory gas and oil well on the border of the Mason Tract, in Crawford County, SE of Grayling (Sections 7 & 8, T25N, R1W). The proposed well would be situated less than a half mile from the South Branch of the Au Sable River, and a mere 700' from the Mason Tract. The 10,000' well would be slant drilled to explore for gas and oil under the Tract.





The proposal includes constructing a one mile access road, leveling a three acre site to situate the drill and pit for drill cuttings and brine, and a two mile long pipeline to transport the oil and gas to existing pipelines. While exploring for and extracting fuels are a modern day necessity, this particular well puts pristine forest and river in jeopardy. The Au Sable River is a world renowned fishing destination and provides a host of outdoor recreational opportunities. An accident at the drilling site or pipeline would not only destroy the fragile ecosystem, but the economy of the local communities that depend on the tourism this great resource generates. 





As a sportsman and outdoor enthusiast I am opposed to any drilling in this area. While I hope that you will deny Savoy Energy the necessary permit, I am asking that a full environmental impact study be completed before the permit is considered.





Sincerely,








































































































Mail to:


Harold R. Fitch


Department of Environmental Quality


Geological and Land Management Division


P.O. Box 30458


Lansing, MI 48909-7756





fitchh@michigan.gov


Phone: (517) 241-1515


Fax: (517) 241-1601


